
 

 

MACROECONOMICS AND SUSTAINABILITY 
(075 250) 

COURSE OUTLINE SUMMER SEMESTER 2026 

Prof. Michael Roos / Elias Schmitt 

CONTENT 

The current economic system encourages behavior that is not sustainable in the long term. 

Environmental problems are externalized, which leads to the destruction of ecosystems that support 

human life and well-being. Rising inequality and the concentration of assets and power undermine 

social cohesion and foster societal conflict. Nevertheless, as the saying goes, "it is easier to imagine 

the end of the world than the end of capitalism." Achieving a sustainable economy requires 

fundamental societal transitions, which include major changes to the economic system. 

 

In this module, you will learn how to imagine a sustainable economy, which is a prerequisite for societal 

transformations that can prevent social and ecological collapse. We will discuss the concept of futures 

literacy and how ideas lead to societal change. You will also learn about the crisis of imagination and 

how to overcome it to make change possible. We introduce utopian thinking and storytelling as useful 

tools for change. 

MODULE OBJECTIVES 

Futures literacy is a skill that enables individuals to better understand, imagine, and utilize the future, 
enhancing their ability to innovate and respond to uncertainty. This module's primary learning 
objective is to develop your futures literacy and demonstrate its application to the transition toward a 
more sustainable economy. 

After taking this module, you can 

▪ explain how ideas, imaginations and narratives foster societal change; 

▪ discuss the thesis of the crisis of imagination and how it might be overcome; 

▪ develop a social format to promote societal change; 

▪ collaborate in a team; 

▪ apply critical thinking and creativity techniques. 

 

PREREQUISITES 

We expect familiarity with the main concepts of sustainability. Successful completion of Advanced 

Ecological Economics is recommended. 

ORGANIZATION 

This module consists of lectures, seminars and workshops. 

 

Participants: 20 
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 If more than 20 students would like to participate, we select participants 

according to seniority and familiarity with topics in sustainability research and 

macroeconomics. 

 

Registration: Registration will take place during the first meeting on April 14. Since the 

assessment is based on group work, you must attend the first meetings when 

the groups will be formed. 

 To obtain credits, you must register in the FlexNow system between 20th April 

and 15th May, 2026. If you fail to register during this period, you cannot obtain 

credit. 

 

Assessment: Assessment is based on a paper describing a team project (50%) and oral 
presentations in class (50%). Since oral participation will be assessed, 
attendance in all seminars and workshops is mandatory. The project paper is 
due on 14th August, 23.59 h. Further details regarding the assessment will be 
provided on Moodle during the semester. 

 

Time and place: Tuesday, 14.15-15.45 h, GD 02/156  

 Thursday, 8.30 – 10.00 h, GD 03/158 

 

Start: 14th April 2026 

 

SCHEDULE 

The following schedule is preliminary and subject to change. 

 
 

Week Date Topic Format Lecturer 

1 14.4. Unsustainable economy Lecture Roos 

1 16.4. What is the project? Lecture Schmitt 

2 21.4. Futures literacy Lecture Roos 

2 23.4. Format and criteria Seminar Schmitt 

3 28.4. Project and work plan Seminar Schmitt 

3 30.4. Societal transformation Lecture Roos 

4 5.5. From ideas to new order Lecture Roos 

4 7.5. Imagination crisis Lecture Roos 

5 12.5. Utopias etc Lecture Roos 

5 Holiday    

6 19.5. Milestone Meeting  Seminar Schmitt 

6 21.5. Intervention design and success 

measurement 

Lecture Roos 

7 Holiday    

7 Holiday    

8 2.6. Design presentations Seminar Roos 

8 Holiday    

9 9.6. Milestone Meeting Seminar Schmitt 

9 11.6. Milestone Meeting Seminar Schmitt 
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10 16.6. Creativity techniques Lecture Roos 

10 18.6.    

11 23.6. UBI Workshop Roos 

11 25.6.    

12 30.6. Degrowth world Workhop Roos 

12 2.7. Practical intervention Workshop Schmitt 

13 7.7. Political economy Workshop Roos 

13 9.7. Practical intervention Workshop Schmitt 

14 14.7. Storytelling Lecture Roos 

14 16.7. Milestone Meeting Seminar Schmitt 

15 21.7. Final reflections Seminar Roos 

15 23.7. Buffer    

 

 

SELF-STUDY 

This module contains 180 hours of self-study and group work.  

 

You are expected to read scientific literature and to use it for your project.  

MOODLE COURSE 

The Moodle course for this module is 

 

Macroeconomics and Sustainability (075 250-SoSe 2026) 

 

Please register early for the course. The password is FUTURE .  

READING 

Further literature and information will be provided on Moodle. 

 

 


